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over which the Popes were contending; and
it is just to remember that they were fighting
for decency as well as for themselves. Thus
the question of the day was not at first
raised in England, and Lanfranc, supported
by the Conqueror, had a free hand to introduce
such reforms as seemed needful. It was he
who instituted rural deans in England, as
officers for the local supervision of clergy and
people. The latter duty, that of discovering
and punishing immorality, was quite as
important a part of their task as the former,
which still survives, and they held regular
courts at which offenders had to appear
and where small wills were proved. In
Lanfranc's time archdeacons also became
general in the English dioceses, and soon
after his day almost every county in Eng-
land had its own archdeacon, while before
the Conquest such officers had been few.
Both these provisions for good order in the
Church were after the Norman pattern, and
from Notmandy came all the new leaders of
the English Church and the patterns that
were followed in recasting its institutions, as
for instance that separation between church
courts and lay courts which Lanfranc and his
master introduced. But though the organiza-
tion of the Church had never been so perfect, it